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own certainty about them - (that the signs were from God; they were too proud to 
believe in what Musa had brought). See (0 Muhammad) the final fate of the 
corrupters].' 

iii) Obstinate Unbelief [Ma ‘anidun]. These persons know the command of God in 
their hearts and they recognise this with their tongues, though out of envy and 
transgression, they do not undertake it. This could be due to rejection, refusal and 
pride, such as the disbelief of Iblis and Abu Jahl. The Exalted states [And behold 
— We said to the angels: “Bow down to Adam,” and they bowed down with the 
exception of Iblis. He refused and was arrogant and was one of the disbelievers]. 


iv) Segregate Unbelief [A/u‘ridun]. Such persons do not believe in the matters of 
religion (turning away from it), but they do not belie it. They make evident their 
non-concern for the matters of the religion, and veer away from it. God said [And 
who does more wrong than someone who is reminded of the signs of his Lord (the 
Quran) and then turns away from them? We will take revenge on the evil doers].’ 


v) Doubtful Unbelief [Shaakun]. These persons have doubt in what the Prophet 
came with ((God bless him and grant him peace)). They are not firm in their belief 
of what the Prophet conveyed and neither do they contradict it; though in the end 
they admit their disbelief and impudent lie on the basis of doubt and suspicion. 
God mentions in the Quran [Their messengers came to them with clear signs, but 
they (these nations) put their hands to their mouths (to bite on them because of 
intense frustration) saying, “We reject what you have been sent with. We have 
grave doubts about what you are calling us to.”].* Another verse reads [Only those 
who do not believe in Allah and the Last Day ask you to excuse them. Their hearts 


are full of doubt and in their doubt they waver to and fro].’ 


vi) Hypocritical Unbelief |Munafikun|. Such persons display their obedience and 
surrender to God outwardly, and they declare this with their tongues, though in 
their hearts, they do not truly believe, and neither do they believe in the depths of 
their hearts that the religion of Islam is true. Such persons are a hazard to Islam, 
and their spite and malice in the gatherings of Islam is an immense destruction, 
and given this, they deserve from God the strictest punishment owing to their lies 
and hypocrisy. God says [In their hearts is a disease and God has increased their 
disease. They will have a painful punishment on account of their denial].° 


‘ Quran 27:14 ; Tafsir al-Jalalayn. 

* Quran 2:34. 

* Quran 32:22. 

* Quran 14:9. 

> Quran 9:45. 

° Quran 2:10, [AlAqida al-Islamiyya, Mustafa al-Khin and Muhyiddin Mistu 576-580]. 
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Al-Qurtubi held that kufr is the denial of what is known from the religion of Islam. 
Al-Hafidh ibn Hajar maintained that the word kufr has been mentioned in the 
Sacred Law as being the ingratitude of the divine blessings and the disregard of 
gratitude to God and the non-performance of what He has imposed upon 
mankind. ' 


Imam at-Tahawi summarised the matters that deem one a disbeliever from the 
aspect of belief, sayings and actions. He said, “We call the people of our gqibla 
Muslims and believers as long as they acknowledge what the Prophet brought, and 
accept true everything that he said and told us about.” He added, “We do not 
consider any of the people of our gibla to be unbelievers because of any wrong 
action they have done, as long as they do not consider that action to have been 
lawful. Nor do we say that the wrong action of a person who has belief does not 
have a harmful effect upon him.” He added, “A person does not step out of belief 
except by denying what brought him into it.”* 


The Types Of Disbelief |Kufr] 

[Mustafa AlKhin and Muhyiddin Mistu state:| Denying the pillars of faith or one of 
them, takes one outside the sphere of forgiveness and mercy and enters him into 
the pathway of deviation from what is right and into the corridor of punishment. 
The Quran clearly articulates [Any who denies Allah, His angels, His books, His 
messengers and the Day of Judgment, has gone far astray]. There are several 


types of unbelief: 


i) Repudiated Unbelief [Afunkirun|. These persons essentially do not acknowledge 
God at all. They are disbelievers in their heart and tongues. They are not apprised 
of what is mentioned to them from the subject of divine oneness [tawhid], instead, 
they turn away and do not care what has been brought by the Prophet ((God bless 
him and grant him peace)). God states [And who does more wrong than someone 
who is reminded of the signs of his Lord (the Quran) and then turns away from 
them? We will take revenge on the evil doer]. 


ii) Disavowing Unbelief [/ahidun]. These persons deny all of what God has 
revealed, or they deny (or reject) something that is known by necessity in Islam. 
Though in the depth of their hearts, they know it to be true. God says [When Our 
signs came to them in all their (luminous) clarity, they said, “This is only 
downright magic,” and they denied them wrongly and haughtily in spite of their 


’ Fat’h al-Bari 10/466 | Al-Agida al-Islamiyya, Mustafa Sa’id al-Khin 577. 
* Al-Agida at-Tahawiyya 12-13. 

* Quran 4:136. 

* Quran 32:22. 
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